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Proc. 7896 Title 3—The President

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2005 as Older Ameri-
cans Month. I commend our senior citizens for their many contributions to
our society. I also commend the network of Federal, State, local, and tribal
organizations, service and health care providers, caregivers, and dedicated
volunteers who work on behalf of our senior citizens. I encourage all Amer-
icans to honor their elders, to care for those in need, and to publicly reaf-
firm our Nation’s commitment to older Americans this month and through-
out the year.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7896 of May 3, 2005
National Day of Prayer, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Since our Nation’s earliest days, prayer has given strength and comfort to
Americans of all faiths. Our Founding Fathers relied on their faith to guide
them as they built our democracy. Today, we continue to be inspired by
God’s blessings, mercy, and boundless love. As we observe this National
Day of Prayer, we humbly acknowledge our reliance on the Almighty, ex-
press our gratitude for His blessings, and seek His guidance in our daily
lives.

Throughout our history, our Nation has turned to prayer for strength and
guidance in times of challenge and uncertainty. The Continental Congress,
meeting in 1775, asked the colonies to pray for wisdom in forming a new
Nation. Throughout the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln issued ex-
hortations to prayer, calling upon the American people to humble them-
selves before their Maker and to serve all those in need. At the height of
World War II, President Franklin Roosevelt led our citizens in prayer over
the radio, asking for God to protect our sons in battle. Today, our Nation
prays for those who serve bravely in the United States Armed Forces in dif-
ficult missions around the world, and we pray for their families.

Across our country, Americans turn daily to God in reverence. We ask Him
to care for all those who suffer or feel helpless, knowing that God sees their
needs and calls on us to meet them. As our first President wrote in 1790,
“May the father of all mercies scatter light and not darkness in our paths
.. .”. As we face the challenges of our times, God’s purpose continues to
guide us, and we continue to trust in the goodness of His plans.

The Congress by Public Law 100-307, as amended, has called on our citi-
zens to reaffirm the role of prayer in our society and to honor the freedom
of religion by recognizing annually a ‘“National Day of Prayer.”
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim May 5, 2005, as a National Day of Prayer.
I ask the citizens of our Nation to give thanks, each according to his or her
own faith, for the liberty and blessings we have received and for God’s con-
tinued guidance and protection. I also urge all Americans to join in observ-
ing this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7897 of May 5, 2005
Mother’s Day, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On Mother’s Day, we pay tribute to the extraordinary women whose guid-
ance and unconditional love shape our lives and our future. Motherhood
often allows little time for rest. As President Theodore Roosevelt said of
the American mother in 1905, “Upon her time and strength, demands are
made not only every hour of the day but often every hour of the night.”
President Roosevelt’s words ring as true today as they did 100 years ago.

The hard, perpetual work of motherhood shows us that a single soul can
make a difference in a young person’s future. As sources of hope, stability,
and love, mothers teach young people to honor the values that sustain a
free society. By raising children to be responsible citizens, mothers serve
a cause larger than themselves and strengthen communities across our great
Nation.

Mothers are tireless advocates for children. In our schools, mothers help to
ensure that every child reaches his or her full potential. In our commu-
nities, they set an example by reaching out to those who are lost and offer-
ing love to those who hurt. A mother’s caring presence helps children to
resist peer pressure, focus on making the right choices, and realize their
promise and potential.

In an hour of testing, one person can show the compassion and character
of a whole country. In supporting their sons and daughters as they grow
and learn, mothers bring care and hope into others’ lives and make our Na-
tion a more just, compassionate, and loving place.

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914, as amended (38
Stat. 770), has designated the second Sunday in May each year as ‘“Moth-
er’s Day” and has requested the President to call for its appropriate observ-
ance. It is my honor to do so. May God bless mothers across our great land
on this special day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim May 8, 2005, as Mother’s Day. I encourage
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